
In the eight weeks leading up to our national elections, Campus Ministry will provide excerpts from Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the teaching document of the Catholic Bishops of the United States on the
political responsibility of Catholics. It provides guidance for all who seek to exercise their rights and duties as

citizens. As Catholics, we bring the richness of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith and reason
as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the common good of all.

(See the full text of the document in English at https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-
citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf and in Spanish at

https://www.usccb.org/resources/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-spanish.pdf.)

Week 3: September 21-25
4 Principles to Guide Our Participation:

I. The Dignity of the Human Person

   In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in peace, justice and
fraternity depends on four principles related to constant tensions present in every social
reality. These derive from the pillars of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary
and fundamental parameters of reference for interpreting and evaluating social
phenomena.’” The four principles include the dignity of the human person, the common
good, subsidiarity, and solidarity.  Taken together, these principles provide a moral
framework for Catholic engagement in advancing what we have called a “consistent ethic of
life” (Living the Gospel of Life, no. 22).
   
   Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally equivalent; nor does it
reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues. It anchors the Catholic commitment to
defend human life and other human rights, from conception until natural death, in the
fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a child of God.



   Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ positions on issues
and should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and performance. It is important
for all citizens “to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to
choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-
interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, no. 33). The following summary of the four
principles highlights several themes of Catholic social teaching for special consideration:
these include human rights and responsibilities, respect for work and the rights of
workers, care for God’s creation, and the preferential option for the poor and vulnerable.

I. The Dignity of the Human Person
   Human life is sacred because every person is created in the image and likeness of God.
There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic teaching on human dignity summarized in the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Every human being “must always be
understood in his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness . . . This entails above all the
requirement not only of simple respect on the part of others, especially political and
social institutions and their leaders with regard to every man and woman on the earth,
but even more, this means that the primary commitment of each person towards others,
and particularly of these same institutions, must be for the promotion and integral
development of the person” (no. 131). The Compendium continues, “It is necessary to
‘consider every neighbor without exception as another self, taking into account first of all
his life and the means necessary for living it with dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Every
political, economic, social, scientific and cultural program must be inspired by the
awareness of the primacy of each human being over society.”
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